
Corporate Governance Conference 
Date:  19th November 2019
Venue:  Salini Resort, Salina
Price:  €100 excl. VAT (incl. buffet lunch & coffee breaks)

CSB Legal is bringing together leaders in corporate governance to discuss best practices 

on corporate governance in today’s modern boardrooms. Learn from seasoned chairs 

and directors of Malta’s largest companies during this full day conference.

To register please contact us on: 

Phone: +356 2557 2414  |  Email: info@csb-legal.com 

08:15 – 09:00 Registration

09:00 – 09:30 The Regulator’s expectations  

Dr Michael Xuereb (Malta Financial 

Services Authority) 

09:30 – 10:00 The Pillars of Good Corporate 

Governance Mr Edwin Ward 

(Institute of Directors Malta)  

10:30 – 11:00 Corporate Governance in the  

Digital Era  

Dr Davinia Cutajar (CSB Legal) 

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee Break 

11:30 – 12:30 Panel Discussion: The importance 

of a qualified, balanced board 

Moderator: Mr Edwin Ward  

Panellists: Mr Mark Watkinson,  

Mr Martin Galea, Mr Sonny Portelli 

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch Break 

13:30 – 14:00 Directors and Risk Management 

Mr Jim Wright (Shulmans LLP)

14:00 – 15:00 Panel Discussion: Ethics, Self-

Regulation, and Corporate Social 

Responsibility 

Moderator: Mr Edwin Ward 

Panellists: Mr Mark Watkinson,  

Mr Jim Wright, Mr Jesmond Saliba,  

Dr Roberta Lepre

15:00 – 15:30 Coffee Break

15:30 – 16:15 Women on Boards 

Mrs Antoinette Caruana (Farsons plc)

16:15 – 16:45 Drawing from more than 20 years 

of experience

Mr Charles Borg (PG plc)

Morning Sessions Afternoon Sessions



Dr Michael Xuereb is a senior advisor 
at the MFSA. He joined the Author-
ity in 2000, and has held a number 
of roles, more recently as director of 
regulatory development and financial 
stability. Michael started his career as 
Counsel at the Attorney General’s office, later joining 
the Malta Development Corporation, Malta’s inward 
investment agency at the time, where he served as 
General Manager for some years. He has served on the 
board of various entities and lectured in a number of 
institutions, including the University of Malta. Michael 
graduated as Doctor of Laws from the University of Mal-
ta and holds a Master’s degree in Financial Services

Edwin Ward is Chairman of the Insti-
tute of Directors Malta Branch and 
Chairman of WX2, an international 
advertising and PR company repre-
senting and advising clients in reg-
ulated entities. Edwin is Chairman of 
Praestantia CleanTech, the world’s first Blockchain Plat-
form for Clean Technology with a mission to create and 
setup a global Cleantech Marketplace, and Non-Exec-
utive Chairman of the Paragon Group which has busi-
ness operations across Europe and is an important driv-
er in key European policy areas. Edwin was formerly a 
Chairman and CEO in the global network of Ogilvy & 
Mather International.

Dr Davinia Cutajar is Managing Part-
ner at CSB Legal, a law firm special-
ising in corporate law and financial 
services, trust law, MFSA – MGA - VFA 
Licensing, Employment Law, Yacht-
ing/Shipping, Intellectual Property, An-
ti-money Laundering and Compliance. She also serves 
as general legal counsel to CSB Group, a corporate and 
trustee services provider licensed by the MFSA, which 
also owns and operates the Malta Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty and Regus franchises in Malta, as well as 
the recruitment agency VacancyCentre. Throughout 
her career she has assisted clients with various com-
plex corporate transactions, advised on licensing and 
trust set-ups and delivered various training seminars 
on Company Law, Trust Law, Anti-Money Laundering 
and Compliance. She has served as a Director, MRLO 
or Compliance Officer of various companies, including 
companies within CSB Group, as well as other trading 
companies and companies holding MFSA licenses. 

Mark Watkinson has recently retired 
from HSBC after a career spanning 
more than 30 years, including a stint 
as CEO HSBC Bank Malta plc and 
has held senior management posi-
tions in various countries and business-
es. His prior HSBC assignments include roles as Head of 
Commercial Banking in North America, Executive Vice 
President Commercial Banking in Canada, CEO Philip-
pines. Mark has also worked in the United Arab Emir-
ates, Brunei, Hong Kong and the UK. His most recent 
posting was as CEO of HSBC Bermuda. Mark is a Char-
tered Director and is both a Member of the Advisory 
Board and of the Executive Committee at IoD Malta. 

Martin Galea is Chairman of MAPFRE 
Middlesea and a Director of a num-
ber of funds. Martin was formerly 
Managing Director of Joinwell Lim-
ited and is now an NED, as well as be-
ing an NED at Printex Limited. He is for-
mer President of The Malta Rugby Football Union and 
Chairman of Malta Winemakers Association, President 
of the Malta Federation of Industries, Vice President of 
the Malta Chamber of Commerce Enterprise and In-
dustry, Member of the Malta Council of Economic and 
Social Development, Director of Malta Enterprise, Pres-
ident of Din L- Art Helwa, Member of the Malta Olympic 
Committee and Editor of the Malta Independent. Mr. 
Galea is Chair of the IoD Malta Advisory Board. 

Sonny Portelli is an Independent 
Non-Executive Director at BMIT 
Technologies plc, and Chairman of 
the Audit Committee. He was for-
merly Non-Executive Chairman at 
HSBC Bank Malta plc for 12 years, and 
previously Chairman at Air Malta plc, Chairman of GO 
plc and Chairman at Malta Council for Economic & So-
cial Development. Mr Portelli began his career with the 
Malta Civil Service. He left the service in the late 1970s 
to join the tourism industry, and successfully held a 
number of senior management appointments in the 
sector. Mr Portelli is a Member of the IoD Malta  Advi-
sory Board. 



Jim Wright is a commercial and inno-
vative lawyer and partner in Shulmans 
LLP, a top 150 corporate law firm 
in the UK.  In addition, Jim has held 
non-executive directorships at organi-
sations in the private and voluntary sector. 
In a professional capacity, Jim has specific experience 
in the professional and financial services, recruitment 
and transport sectors. Jim acts for a wide variety of cli-
ents, including large employers and household names.  
Jim also advises on and has litigated matters around 
directors’ duties. Jim is a full member of the Institute 
of Directors and took the certificate and subsequently 
the diploma in Company Direction offered by the IoD. 
Jim is also a Yorkshire ambassador for the IoD. Jim also 
serves on the board of Interlegal, an international law-
yers’ network (of which CSB Legal is also a member) 
and was the editor of “Legal and Tax issues around the 
world – starting and growing a business”, a comparative 
guide as to company formation, operation and taxation 
in 18 jurisdictions, for which CSB Legal wrote the chap-
ter on Malta.

Jesmond Saliba is a strategist, an 
avid communicator and a creator of 
effective and lasting synergies. He 
formed Corporate Identities in 2008 
which evolved into CiConsulta an 
information-based boutique advisory 
firm in specific areas of expertise including GeoPolitics, 
European Affairs, Corporate Communications, Market-
ing, Public Affairs, effective Social and Community Im-
pact Analysis and AI. The Corporate ID Group includes 
the first Maltese news aggregator Corporate Dispatch, 
and the company’s Corporate Social Advocacy initia-
tive Advocacy for Legacy and the thought-leading for-
mation arm Insights Institute. Jesmond is a broadcast-
er, a seasoned journalist and opinionist who produces 
and presents a number of EU and geopolitical radio 
programmes. He also serves as a board member at Dar 
Tal-Providenza and Fondazzjoni Sebħ. Jesmond is also 
reading for a PhD in Social Wellbeing. 

Dr Roberta Lepre is the founder and 
director of Weave Consulting - the 
CSR Specialists, a boutique firm 
which works with companies to 
achieve profitability through sustain-
ability and helps them have a more pos-
itive social and environmental impact. She has served 
as legal advisor to the National Commission for the Pro-

motion of Equality and Director of Victim Support Mal-
ta, an NGO which provides support to victims of crime. 
Other past roles include serving as a member of the 
Guardian for Future Generations, a high-level body set 
up under the Sustainable Development Act, Chairper-
son of the Platform for Human Rights Organisations in 
Malta, and member of the Commission on Domestic Vi-
olence. Roberta is a Member of the IoD Malta  Advisory 
Board and of the Sigma Foundation. 

Antoinette Caruana is the Compa-
ny Secretary and Group HR Manag-
er of the Farsons’ Group as well as 
member of the Group Executive Board. 
Throughout her career she held a number of positions 
in both the public and private sector, including: Chief 
HR Officer of Lufthansa Technik Malta, General Man-
ager, HR for Brandstaetter Group, Chief Executive of 
Heritage Malta, Director of the Central Bank of Malta, 
board member of MAPFRE Middlesea and employers’ 
representative on the Industrial Tribunal, and Director 
of the Foundation for Human Resources Development. 
She served as Chairperson of the Malta Professional 
and Vocational Qualifications Awards Council, Direc-
tor of the Employment and Training Corporation, and 
was a core member of the Malta-EU Steering & Action 
Committee. She specialises in human resource man-
agement and development and has been actively in-
volved in local industrial relations and lectured at the 
Faculty of Economics, Management and Accountancy, 
University of Malta. 

Charles Borg is a fellow of the Char-
tered Institute of Bankers (UK) and 
holds a banking degree and a Mas-
ters degree in financial legislation 
from the University of Malta. In 2015 
he retired from Bank of Valletta plc af-
ter 34 years, during which he occupied senior manage-
ment positions, including that of CEO. He was Chair-
man of the Housing Authority, Chairman of the Audit 
Boards of the European Investment Fund, and of MAP-
FRE Middlesea Insurance. He served as a director on 
the World’s Savings Bank in Brussels, and as President 
of the Institute of Financial Services and of the Malta 
Bankers Association. Charles is currently the Chairman 
of Virtu Finance plc, 1923 Investments plc, and a direc-
tor of Trident Estates plc, director and CEO of PG plc a  
director of BNF Bank plc and Chairman and director of 
Ferratum Bank plc.
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CSB Legal is a boutique law firm in Malta that brings together a team of 

dedicated, solution-oriented professionals to support clients with focused 

regulatory and legal consultancy. Our lawyers are specialised in their own industry, 

guaranteeing grounded advice based on deep industry knowledge.


